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= The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS,
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- If NO periad for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status

1)] Responsive to communication(s) fledon
2a)[] This action is FINAL. 2b)X] This action is non-final.
3)J Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213. ’

Disposition of Claims

4)[X] Claim(s) 1-9 is/are pending in the application.

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration.
5] Claim(s) is/are allowed.
6)X] Claim(s) 1-9 is/are rejected.
7)[] Claim(s) _____is/are objected to. .
8)[] Claim(s) _____ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

Application Papers

9)[] The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
10)[]] The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)[_] accepted or b)[] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).
11)[] The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152.

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12)[_] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
a)lJAIl b)[JSome * ¢)[] None of:
1.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3.[] Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)

1) E Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) D Interview Summary (PTO-413)

2) [[] Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. ___

3) X information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) L] Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152)
Paper No(s)/Mail Date 8/16/04. 6) ] other:

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 7-05) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20060410
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Information Disclosure Statement

The information disclosure statement filed August 16, 2004 fails to fully comply
with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97, 1.98 and MPEP § 609 because Applicant has failed
to provide a date of publication for the reference listed as A.R under ‘Other Documents’.
It has been placed in the application file, but the information referred to therein, with
respect to the reference listed as A.R under ‘Other Documents’, has not been
considered as to the merits. Applicant is advised that the date of any re-submission of
any item of information contained in this information disclosure statement or the
submission of any missing element(s) will be the date of submission for purposes of
determining compliance with the requirements based on the time of filing the statement,
including all certification requirements for statements under 37 CFR 1.97(e). See

MPEP § 609.05(a).

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112:

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention.

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which
applicant regards as the invention.

Claim 1, line 10, “said projecting sections” lacks an appropriate antecedent within
the claim. Does claim 1 positively set forth one projecting section or a plurality of

projecting sections?
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Claim 3, the recitation of “two projecting sections which extend in a vertical
direction are provided on an outside surface of at least one of said side panel sections”
is unclear since the claim does not specify whether the “two projecting sections” of claim
3 are in addition to the “at least one projecting section which extends in a vertical
direction” recited in claim 1 or if the “two projecting sections” of claim 3 form part of the
“at least one projecting section which extends in a vertical direction” recited in claim 1.

Claim 8 is unclear since it is not apparent that the hollow reinforcing panel
section is provided on a rear surface of said concrete placing surface. Rather, the
specification appears to describe the hollow reinforcing panel section as provided on a

rear surface of said sheathing section.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains.
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

Claims 1, 2, and 4-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being
unpatentable over Myers et al. ‘439 in view of any of Salazar ‘176, Japanese
reference JP11-182029 and Japanese reference JP9-151602.

Myers et al. ‘439 discloses, Figs. 1 and 3, a form panel for placing concrete
having one side 14 of which forms a concrete placing surface, and side panel sections

16 bent out at right angles from both side edges of said sheathing section on an
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opposite side of said sheathing section to said concrete placing surface, wherein at
least one projecting section 20, 23 which extends in a vertical direction is provided on
an outside surface of at least one of said side panel sections, and one of the sides of
one of said projecting sections 20 is coplanar with said concrete placing surface 14 of
said sheathing section. Myers et al. discloses more than one of said projecting sections,
(claim 2). Notches 60 orthogonal to the longitudinal direction of said projecting sections
are formed in the same position in each of said projecting sections, (claim 7). A hollow
reinforcing panel section 34 which is parallel to said side panel section is provided on a
rear surface of said concrete placing surface of said sheathing section, (claim 8). Myers
et al. does not appear to specifically disclose forming the form panel of a “plastic”
material with a hollow sheathing portion and hollow side panel sections.

However, each of Salazar ‘176, Japanese reference JP11-182029 and Japanese
reference JP9-151602 teach utilization of form panels having a hollow sheathing portion
and hollow side panel sections, 20 in Fig. 3 of Salazar, 3 and 4 of 2 in Fig. 10 of JP ‘602
and 1 in Fig. 4 of JP ‘029 with each of JP ‘602 and JP ‘029 teaching “plastic” form
panels.

Therefore, to have formed the Myers et al. form panel of a plastic material with a
hollow sheathing portion 12/14 and hollow side panel sections 16, thus providing a
sturdy form panel which may be resistant to weathering or corrosive action, would have

4 been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made
as taught by any of Salazar ‘176, Japanese reference JP11-182029 and Japanese

reference JP9-151602. As for claim 5, Japanese reference JP9-151602 also teaches,
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as can be seen in Fig. 10, application of a diagonal rib which is diagonal relative to said
concrete placing surface and formed within said projecting section, and in contact with
an inside of a corner section on said concrete placing surface side, (such diagonal rib
can be seen in Fig. 10 extending in the forward projecting section formed flush with the
“concrete placing surface”. With the above modification, the Myers et al. form panel
would possess projecting sections made of a soft resin or a semi hard resin, (claim 6),
with said sheathing section and said side panel section being formed by integrating two

panels and a plurality of long reinforcing ribs connecting these panels, (claim 4).

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over
Myers et al. ‘439 in view of any of Salazar ‘176, Japanese reference JP11-182029
and Japanese reference JP9-151602 as applied to claims 1, 2, and 4-8 above, and
further in view of Matsumoto et al. ‘366.

Matsumoto et al. teaches utilization of a transparent or semi-transparent form
panel. Therefore, to have formed the modified Myers et al. form panel of a transparent
or semi-transparent material, thus allowing inspection of the forming process, would
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was

made as taught by Matsumoto et al.

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over

Myers et al. ‘439 in view of any of Salazar ‘176, Japanese reference JP11-182029
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and Japanese reference JP9-151602 as applied to claims 1, 2, and 4-8 above, and
further in view of either of Imonetti ‘046 and Adonetti ‘873.

Each of Imonetti ‘046 and Adonetti ‘873 disclose utilization of form panels with |
side panel sections having two projecting sections which extend in a vertical direction
provided on an outside surface of at least one of said side panel sections, with one of
the sides of one of said projecting sections being coplanar with said concrete placing
surface of said sheathing section, and the side of the other projecting section which
faces said first projecting section being inclined, coplanar 30 and inclined 32 of Imonetti
‘046 and coplanar outer side of 44 and inclined side of inner projection of 24, 44 in Fig.
3 of Adonetti ‘873. Therefore, to have formed the inner projecting section of the modified
Myers et al. side panel sections with an inclined wall facing the outer projecting section
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention

was made as taught by either of Imonetti ‘046 and Adonetti ‘873.

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to M. Safavi whose telephone number is (571) 272-7046.
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thur., 8:30-5:00.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's
supervisor, Patricia Engle can be reached on (571) 272-6660. The fax phone number

for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

M. Safavi %

April 10, 2006
MICHAEL SAFAVI
PRIMARY EXAMINET
ART UNIT 354
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